
0



1

Activities and Experiences in 
the Young Academy of Japan

Eijiro Sumii

Tohoku University



2

WHO am I?

 Associate Professor in Tohoku U., Sendai, Japan

 36 years old
 Am I "young"?

 Somewhat irregular biography
 Assistant Professor in U. Tokyo (2001-2003)

 Research Associate in U. Pennsylvania (2003-2005)

 Ph.D. in U. Tokyo (November 2004)

 Associate Professor in Tohoku U. (2005-)
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WHAT do I talk about?

http://www.youngacademy-japan.org/
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Source: http://www.youngacademy-japan.org/
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WHY do I talk about
Young Academy of Japan

 I have been a member since November 2010 
(including the preparatory committee, though I 
am not an original member)

 It has been a special experience, which would 
also be interesting to other "young researchers"
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What are

YOUNG ACADEMIES
 Started in Germany (2000), the Netherlands 

(2005), etc. with support by National Academies
 Soon spread to many countries

 Global Young Academy established (2010) with 
support by InterAcademy Panel
 Based on meetings at World Economic Forum in 

Tianjin and Dalian (known as "Summer Davos")

 First general assembly held in March 2011
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Source: http://www.globalyoungacademy.net/
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Source: http://www.globalyoungacademy.net/
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Who are

Young Academy of Japan
 29 professors around age 30-40

 Biology, medicine, civil engineering, robotics, 
computer science, humanities, etc. etc.

 11 females

 Cf. average age of the Science Council of Japan ≈ 60

 3 senior advisors
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Source: http://www.youngacademy-japan.org/members
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Source: http://www.youngacademy-japan.org/members
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Source: http://www.youngacademy-japan.org/members
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What do we DO

 Organizing events and opinions
 E.g. discussions with high school students at

Science and Technology Festival in Kyoto 2011

 Attending committees and meetings
 E.g. meeting with the minister and experts at

Council for Science and Technology Policy (CSTP)
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Discussions with high school 
students

 A session in Science and Technology Festival in 
Kyoto 2011 on December 17 (and 18)
 Preceded by a meeting with the Minister of State for 

Science and Technology Policy

 Divided into 4 groups to discuss: globalization, 
information, bioscience, and medicine

 Reports (42 pages) published in the magazine of 
the Science Council of Japan
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Source: http://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/sangakukan/festa2011/
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Meeting with minister and experts:
Background

 About a labor law amendment that (in effect) 
forbids "temporary" employment of more than 5 
years in the same university

 Can be a big problem for postdocs, untenured 
professors, and secretaries!

 In March 2012, Prof. Yamanaka (2012 Nobel Prize) 
appealed to the Minister of State for Science and 
Technology Policy

 The meeting was called on April 19
 I attended as the representative of the Young 

Academy
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Source: http://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/gaiyo/yusikisha/20120419.html



20

Meeting with minister and experts:
Result

 The meeting was reported in many newspapers

 On May 31, CSTP (Council for Science and 
Technology Policy) published a statement to 
improve the employment system of young 
researchers
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Source: http://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/output/sonota.html
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So what?

 Participating in the Young Academy has been a 
great experience

 Requires time (and energy)
 Young professors are already busy enough with 

research, teaching, paperwork, and children!

 My average sleep <= 5 hours/day

Time is the most valuable resource
("time > money")

 We are fighting for good use of our time 
(scholarly activities, not paperwork!)
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Thank you!


